
CoB News, 27 October 2007 
 
In recent days the CoB's administration uploaded an electronic version of the Fall 2007 issue 
of the CoB's affinity magazine, Joint Venture.  This installment of CoB News takes a look at 
some of the features in the magazine. 
   
Fortune Teller-esque Opening Message  
 
Much like a fortune teller, Interim Dean Alvin Williams begins his opening message with a 
litany of generalities, in many cases carrying little-to-no meaning.  That message is inserted 
below: 
 

 



Examples of the generalities abound.  Here are some of them: 
 
 • "While changes are all around, the enhancement of student learning remains our premier 
    vision in the College of Business." 
 
 • "We are moving forward energetically toward realizing our mission of developing careers 
    for students, faculty and staff and the business community at large." 
 
 • "Southern Miss students are increasingly employed by major national and international 
    organizations." 
 
 • "Faculty members continue to publish in noteworthy journals in their disciplines." 
 
 • "The revamped BBER is working to provide accurate and timely economic data and information 
    regarding the economy of South Mississippi and the Gulf Coast." 
      
These generalities are followed up mainly with discussion of the activities of the CoB's three 
centers -- the Bureau of Business and Economic Research, the Center for Economic 
Education, and the Center for Financial Services.  Almost everyone in the CoB by now 
understands that the Directors of the first and third of these, William Gunther and John 
Clark, respectively, do next-to-nothing with their administrative (center) positions.  The 
remaining center -- the CEE -- is directed by Ms. Susan Doty, who holds a bachelor's degree 
in biology and an MBA ('82), and is the wife of former CoB Dean Harold Doty.  The 
nepotistic situation that Doty's involvement with the CEE represents has been the subject of 
quite a number of reports here at USMNEWS.NET. 
 
Williams' message concludes with praise for the CoB's 2007 Distinguished Alum, Bruce 
Aust, who is a Vice President in the NASDAQ organization.  According to Williams, Aust 
"is particularly appreciative of his Southern Miss roots."  A quick look at the back part of the 
October 2007 issue of Joint Venture shows that Aust is apparently not appreciative of the 
CoB enough to join the Business Advisory Council and support the college with his money.  
The portion of the BAC roster that would include Aust's name had he joined is inserted below: 
 

 



"You can begin that search tonight." 
 
Shortly after being named Interim CoB Dean, Alvin Williams informed an assembly of CoB 
faculty that, during a May 2007 reception in New Orleans for new USM President Martha 
Saunders, he told Saunders that he was not at all interested in vying for the position of 
permanent Dean of USM's College of Business.  Williams informed the CoB that he actually 
told Saunders that she would be on solid ground if she launched the search for a new 
permanent CoB Dean from her location in New Orleans that very night last May.  The Fall 
2007 issue of Joint Venture includes what appears to be a photo taken at that New Orleans 
gathering Williams spoke about to CoB faculty.  That photo is included below: 
 

 
 

More about Ill-Advised Stuff 
 
One thing that continues to puzzle many USMNEWS.NET readers concerns the CoB 
administration's penchant for publicizing ill-advised actions and decisions.  One example of 
this is Interim CoB Dean Alvin Williams' possession of the Kaetsu Distinguished 
Professorship in International Business. 
 

 
 



Not only does Williams not hold a degree in international business, he is not even staffed in 
the department containing international business.  That unit (IB) is housed in the 
Department of Economics, Finance and International Business (EFIB), while Williams' 
position as professor of marketing is housed in the Department of Management & 
Marketing.  Thus, the decision to award Williams the Kaetsu Professorship appears to have 
been made in order to provide Williams with additional compensation and/or prestige. 
 
In the "A Sampling of Faculty Accomplishments" section of the Fall 2007 issue of JV, 
readers are informed that assistant professor of economics, Sami Dakhlia, gave a "three-day 
lecture on game theory and industrial organization at the Bordeaux Business School in 
France."  That lecture, according to JV, occurred during "Fall semester 2006."    
 

 

 
 

Of course, this is the same lecture that USMNEWS.NET reported on back in the spring of 
2007.  Then we broke the news that Dakhlia had missed an entire week at USM during fall 
2006.  As reported, while Dakhlia was getting paid by USM for that week in October of 2006 
(approximately $2,000), he was teaching in France, and getting paid for that as well.  One can 
only conclude that Dakhlia was referring to this particular spring 2007 USMNEWS.NET 
report that his 4-May-2007 proclamation against this website and its editor cited as an 
example of the "lies" he believes can be found here at USMNEWS.NET.  Will Dakhlia now 
draft a resolution censuring the CoB's Fall 2007 issue of Joint Venture? 
 
Pin the Tale on Posey 
 
One of the biggest surprises from the Fall 2007 issue of JV is that the story about 
accounting professor Roderick Posey's 2007 AT&T Outstanding Faculty Member Award did 
not contain Posey's often repeated claim of having "more than 100" publications.  As 
numerous reports here at USMNEWS.NET have indicated, fewer than five academic 
publications crediting Posey can be found.  In light of this discovery, USMNEWS.NET even 
conducted a contest -- the "Help Roderick Posey Find His Tale Contest" -- wherein our 
readers were invited to locate as many of Posey's publications as possible.  That contest 
ended just over one week ago, and no contestant was able to locate any more than our 
reporters had located in past investigative reports.  The Fall 2007 JV story is inserted below: 



 
 

Fruitless Sample 
 
Perhaps the best indication in the Fall 2007 issue of JV of how far the CoB has "spiraled 
down" in terms of research is the feature "A Sampling of Faculty Accomplishments," which 
is inserted below:  
 

 
 



Past issues of JV used this space almost exclusively for CoB faculty research endeavors.  
Only about one-half of this space in the Fall '07 JV is devoted to faculty publication and 
research, and even that one-half portion leaves a lot to be desired.  It begins by reporting 
that Akbar Marvasti, an associate professor of economics, presented a paper at a conference 
and was quoted in a newspaper.  When a Marvasti publication is mentioned, all that gets 
included is a couple of entries in a social sciences encyclopedia.  As long-time readers of 
USMNEWS.NET will recall, Marvasti has been involved in a number of controversies since 
arriving in Hattiesburg in 2006. 
 
Once again we get to read about "From Local to Global" -- the federal teaching grant 
awarded to EFIB economist Farhang Niroomand.  Again, readers are reminded how little 
Niroomand actually does since the same thing gets written about, over and over and over 
again.  Not only that, the "Sampling" insert above reports on Niroomand's ascendance to 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer of the Omicron Delta Epsilon international honor society in 
economics.  Sources tell USMNEWS.NET that Niroomand may now be attempting to 
leverage this recent appointment into a new job at another institution. 
 
Ultimately, the "Sampling" above contains only a handful of journal publications.  These are 
the International Journal of Physical Distribution and Logistics Management, the Journal of Business-to-
Business Marketing, the Journal of Managerial Issues, Public Choice, and the Review of International 
Economics.  If this represents the "best of the best" in the CoB, then the CoB's current 
AACSB Accreditation difficulties will likely become routine. 
 
Interestingly, about one-fifth of the space above is devoted to tourism management 
instructor Evelyn Green's use of WIMBA (a "virtual classroom technology") to connect her 
tourism management students with Gulf Coast casino executives.  USMNEWS.NET 
reported months ago that Green submitted a course syllabus for approval to the CoB's UG 
Programs Committee that indicated she planned to teach her students how to play blackjack 
and other games, only to have that syllabus rejected because it violated Mississippi law.  On a 
lighter note, sources tell USMNEWS.NET reporters that some of Green's students are 
addressing her as "Dr.," and without any correction from her. 
 
JV Then, JV Now 
by Duane Cobb 
 
As far as presentation goes, the Fall 2007 issue of Joint Venture looks to rival that of past 
issues.  However, as far as substance is concerned, the current issue of JV appears to have 
been thrown together quickly.  What parts aren't dedicated to Aust are devoted mainly to the 
CoB's three Centers.  Given what insiders know about these operations, all of that space 
would have been better spent on CoB students and their accomplishments.  From the Fall 
2007 issue of JV, the CoB's affinity magazine appears to have become as hollow as the CoB 
itself.   


